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Republic of the Philippines

Bepartment of Education
REGION IV-A CALABARZON

CLHD RM- 2026-«126

Regional Memorandum

No. 426 5.2026

30 June 2026

GUIDELINES IN THE OPTIONAL CONDUCT OF RELIGIOUS

INSTRUCTION IN PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

To  Schools Division Superintendents

All Others Concerned

1. Consistent with the Department of Education's commitment to uphold learners'
constitutional rights while ensuring the protection of instructional time under the
Revised K to 10 Curriculum and Strengthened Senior High School (SHS) Program
aligned with the Three-Term School Calendar in Basic Education, this
Memorandum through the Curriculum and Learning Management Division (CLMD)s
reiterates the existing policies governing the guidelines in the optional conduct of
religious instruction in public elementary and secondary schools throughout

Region IV-A CALABARZON.

2. For purposes of this Memorandum, "optional religious instruction" refers to faith-
based instructional activities conducted by duly authorized instructors designated
or approved by the appropriate religious authorities of recognized religious
organizations, pursuant to Article XIV, Section 3(3) of the 1987 Philippine
Constitution and existing DepEd issuances. These activities may include, but are
not limited to, Bible studies, catechetical instruction, Qur'anic instruction, and
other similar doctrinal or faith formation activities, provided that they comply with
all applicable constitutional and Department policies.

3. This Memorandum is issued pursuant to the following:

3.1

3.2.

3.3.

Article XIV, Section 3(3) of the 1987 Philippine Constitution, which
provides that religion may be taught in public elementary and
secondary schools during regular class hours upon the written request
of parents or guardians, by instructors designated or approved by the
religious authorities of the religion to which the learners belong, and
without additional cost to the Government;

DepEd Order No. 49,

s. 2009, Reiterating the Revised Rules and

Regulations on the Teaching of Religion in Public Elementary and
Secondary Schools;
DepEd Order No. 105, s. 2010, Reiterating the Constitutional Right of

DepEd Personnel and Students to Free Exercise of Religion;
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DepEd Order No. 32, s. 2013, Strengthening the Protection of the
Religious Rights of Students; and

DepEd Order No. 009, s. 2026 Guidelines on the Implementation of the
Three-Term School Calendar in Basic Education

4. To ensure faithful compliance with the foregoing issuances, all public elementary
and secondary schools shall observe the following:

5.

4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

4.4,

4.5.

Religious instruction shall remain strictly voluntary and shall be
conducted only upon the written request of the parents or legal
guardians of participating learners.

Religious instruction shall be facilitated only by instructors duly
designated or authorized by the appropriate religious authorities.
Public schools shall maintain religious neutrality by providing equal
opportunity to all recognized religious groups that satisfy the
requirements prescribed under existing laws and DepEd policies. No
religious denomination shall be given preferential treatment.
Participation or non-participation in religious instruction shall not
affect the academic standing, school privileges, or treatment of any
learner.

Learners who do not participate shall remain under appropriate school
supervision and shall continue with alternative educational or school-
supervised activities, as determined by the school head.

In accordance with the DepEd policy on the implementation of the Three-Term
School Calendar, which prioritizes the protection of instructional time and the
uninterrupted delivery of the Revised K to 10 Curriculum and the Strengthened
Senior High School Program, all public elementary and secondary schools shall
ensure that the optional conduct of religious instruction is implemented in a
manner that upholds both the constitutional right to religious instruction and the
integrity of the instructional program. Accordingly, schools shall observe the

following:
5.1.

5.2.

8.3.

5.4.

Optional religious instruction shall not interrupt, reduce, or
compromise the protected instructional time allotted for the delivery of
the prescribed curriculum, learning competencies, and other
authorized learning activities.

Optional religious instruction shall not be conducted during the
Instructional Block, which is exclusively reserved for curriculum
delivery and learner engagement. Such activities shall instead be
scheduled before or after regular class hours or during other
appropriate non-instructional periods that do not disrupt teaching and
learning.

The conduct of optional religious instruction shall not replace, shorten,
or substitute any required learning area, instructional period, contact
time, assessment activity, or other curricular requirement prescribed
under the Revised K to 10 Curriculum and the Strengthened Senior
High School Program.

School Heads shall be responsible for ensuring that the implementation
of optional religious instruction remains fully compliant with the
provisions of the 1987 Philippine Constitution, applicable DepEd
issuances on religious instruction, and the policies governing the
Three-Term School Calendar, while maintaining fairness, inclusivity,
and respect for religious diversity.
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7.
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School Heads shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the provisions of
this Memorandum by:

6.1. Ensuring strict compliance with the provisions of the 1987 Philippine
Constitution and applicable DepEd issuances governing optional
religious instruction;

6.2. Verifying the written requests of parents or legal guardians prior to
allowing learners to participate in optional religious instruction;

6.3. Coordinating with duly authorized religious instructors and concerned
stakeholders on the scheduling and implementation of optional
religious instruction;

6.4. Ensuring that the conduct of optional religious instruction fully
complies with the policies on the protection of instructional time under
the Three-Term School Calendar;

6.5. Upholding inclusivity, respect for religious diversity, and the
constitutional rights of all learners; and

6.6. Maintaining appropriate records and documentation on the conduct of
optional religious instruction for monitoring, reporting, and other
official purposes.

Schools Division Offices, through their respective functional divisions, shall
monitor compliance with this Memorandum and provide technical assistance to
schools as necessary.

This Memorandum shall take effect immediately and shall remain in force until
amended, repealed, or superseded by subsequent DepEd issuances.

. For queries or concerns, please contact Ms. Margaret P. Musa, Education Program

Supervisor in GMRC and Values Education, through
clmd.calabarzon@deped.gov.ph

10. For information, guidance, and strict compliance.
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